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GENERAL AND PERMANENT LAws-1964
(R695, H1071)              No. 692
An Act To Amend Sections 16-381 And 16-382, Code Of Laws
Of South Carolina, 1962, Relating To Wilful, Unlawful And Ma-
licious Injury To Certain Personal And Real Property, So As
To Provide That When The Damage Done To Such Property Is
Less Than Fifty Dollars, The Case Shall Be Triable In The Mag-
istrate's Court, And To Provide The Punishment In Such Cases.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
SECTION 1. Section 16-381 amended-penalty for willful injury
of animals.-Section 16-381, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1962,
is amended by striking out the following on lines 7, 8, 9 and 10:
"does not exceed twenty dollars the punishment shall be a fine of not
more than one hundred dollars or imprisonment for a period of not
more than thirty days", and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
"is less than fifty dollars the case shall be triable in the magistrate's
court and the punishment shall be not more than is permitted by
law without presentment or indictment by the grand jury", so that
when amended Section 16-381 shall read as follows:
"Section 16-381. Whoever shall wilfully, unlawfully and ma-
liciously cut, shoot, maim, wound or otherwise injure or destroy any
horse, mule, neat cattle, hog, sheep, goat or any other kind, class, ar-
ticle or description of personal property, the goods and chattels of
another, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction there-
of, shall be fined or imprisoned, at the discretion of the judge before
whom the case shall be tried; provided, that when the injury or loss
of the property affected by such act is less than fifty dollars the case
shall be triable in the magistrate's court and the punishment shall be
not more than is permitted by law without presentment or indictment
by the grand jury."
SECTION 2. Section 16-382 amended-penalty for willful in-
jury of real property.-Section 16-382, Code of Laws of South
Carolina, 1962, is amended by striking out the following on lines 7, 8
and 9: "does not exceed twenty dollars the punishment shall be a fine
of not more than one hundred dollars or imprisonment for a period of
not more than thirty days", and inserting in lieu thereof the follow-
ing: "is less than fifty dollars the case shall be triable in the magis-
trate's court and the punishment shall be not more than is permitted
by law without presentment or indictment of the grand jury", so
that when amended Section 16-382 shall read as follows:


